Little: Pigmentation around Mouth original photograph of a case of that very rare disease under his care; but a glance at it, especially at the characteristics of the central portions of the lesions, will show that it differs widely from the case I exhibited, which, moreover, cleared up suddenly and completely ten days after its exhibition in a manner quite unlike any form of pityriasis rosea.-J. J. P.) Pigmentation around the Mouth in a Boy, aged 14.
By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
DR. LITTLE said he brought the patient in the hope of receiving help in regard to both diagnosis and treatment. More than a year ago the lad, while at a public school, had an inflammatory affection about the mouth, which was thought to be tinea, and for some weeks he was painted with tincture of iodine. A good deal of chronic inflammation appeared to have preceded the pigmentation. He was a native of Trinidad, but he had been in England for some time for purposes of education. The mother was half French and half English, and was, like the son, a brunette. There was no accentuation of pigmentation in other parts of the body or of the mucosa. The iodine was stopped at least eight months ago, and no other irritant had been applied. During the last four or five months he had been having peroxide of hydrogen lotion and had got somewhat better. At the present time there was a coffee-coloured staining of the skin of both lips, very much as if a brush of pigment half an inch broad had been swept rather clumsily round the orifice of the mouth. It was for this disfigurement that help was chiefly sought.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. MAcLEoD said he believed that the original trouble was a streptococcic perl6che and he considered that the pigmentation might quite well be accounted for by the irritation of the inflammatory condition and the treatment to which it had been subjected.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER thought that the peculiar shaped area of pigmentation about the mouth must be the result of a chronic irritation. In people of very dark complexion like the patient, pigmentary changes were, of course, much more easily produced than in ordinary people.
